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his opinion ' that Fingal was certainly genuine, for that he had heard a great part of it repeated in the original,' Dr. Johnson indignantly asked him whether he understood the original; to which an answer being given in the negative, ' Why then, (said Dr. Johnson,) we see to what this testimony comes :—thus it is.'
I mention this as a remarkable proof how liable the mind of man is to credulity, when not guarded by such strict examination as that which Dr. Johnson habitually practised. 'The talents and integrity of the gentleman who made the remark, are unquestionable; yet, had not Dr. Johnson made him advert to the consideration, that he who docs not understand a language, cannot know that something which is recited to him is in that language, he might have believed, and reported to this hour, that he had ' heard a great part of Fingal repeated in the original.'
For the satisfaction of those on the north of the Tweed, who may think Dr. Johnson's account of Caledonian credulity and inaccuracy too strong2, it is but fair to add, that he admitted the same kind of ready belief might be found in his own couittry. ' He would undertake, (he said,) to write an cpick poem on the story of Robin Hood", and half England, to whom the names and places he should mention in it are familiar, would believe and declare they had heard it from their earliest years.'
One of his objections to the authenticity of Fingal, during the conversation at Ulinish', is omitted in my Journal, but I perfectly recollect it. ' Why is not the original deposited in some publick library, instead of exhibiting attestations of its existence"? Suppose there were a question in a court of justice, whether a man be dead or alive: You aver he is
1 In the first edition, this gentleman's talents and integrity are, &*c.
a 'A Scotchman, must be a very sturdy moralist who does not love Scotland better than truth : he will always love it better than inquiry; and if falsehood flatters his vanity, will not be very diligent to detect it.' Johnson's Works, ix. 116. See anfe, ii. 356.
3 See ante, p. 187.          " See ante, p. 275,          • See ante, iv. 292.
alive,great part of it repeated in the original."— Dr. Johnson indignantly asked him, " Sir, do you understand the original ?"—Tytler. " No, Sir."—Johnson. " Why, then, we see to what this testimony comes:—Thus it is."—He afterwards said to me, " Did you observe the wonderful confidence with which young Tytler advanced, with his front already brasedt" '
